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least, would unite Mm to them, if he and they were
to become what, as rational, they potentially are.
Hence it is to the philosophy of the Stoics that we
owe the watchword of humanity: Homo sum; Jiumani
nikil a me alienum puto; and, indeed, it is also to
them we owe it that the word humanity has the
double sense of the adjectives 'human' and 'humane/
Thus the Cynic's self-assertion against society is
turned into a consciousness of membership in the
great civitas communis deorum et hominum. And if
this universal community remain with the Stoics only
an. aspiration and does not become a reality, if it be

at best a dream of the distant future rather than a

*

consciousness of any actual or possible object of
present endeavour, yet even the idea of it did much
to break down the barriers between mankind. In
short, in passing from Cynicism to Stoicism, we are
passing from a self-sufficiency which is all-exclusive
to one that, in idea at least, is all-inclusive; and*the
Stoic philanthropy, if it had not the invasive energy
of Christian charity, yet carried with it a compre-
hensive sympathy, which softened the bitterness of
national and personal prejudice and prepared the
way for the religion of humanity.

And this leads me to speak of another point
which is of special interest to anyone who seeks to
trace the evolution of theology. The Cynic philo-
sophy, as it broke off the community of man with